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A. El Dorado County APCD was consulted during preparation of the Draft
EIS/EIR (page 3-298); however, the air quality impact analysis focused
on potential effects on sensitive receptors.  No sensitive receptors were
identified in El Dorado County within ½ mile of the project site so the
analysis focused on sensitive receptors identified within Placer County.
Please refer to Response L-8.A.  Please refer to Response L-8.C
regarding the Proposed Project's compliance within the referenced
asbestos rules.  Establishment of a vegetative cover is one option for
post-construction stabilization of disturbed areas and will be employed
as determined appropriate at the project site.  Please also refer to
Master Response 3.1.5, Project Area River Restoration. 

B. Air quality monitoring and inspections are included in the Mitigation Plan
(Final EIS/EIR, Appendix D), as required by Placer and El Dorado
county APCDs. 

C. With the exception of NOx emissions during construction, the Proposed
Project would not generate air pollutant emission levels in excess of the
local APCD significance thresholds.  As such, the Proposed Project’s
incremental contribution to the cumulative impacts would be considered
less-than-significant for ROG and PM10. 

 
 As discussed in the Draft EIS/EIR (page 3-307), the lead agencies

acknowledge that the Proposed Project would result in a potentially
considerable contribution to the cumulative NOx emissions condition.  As
part of the air emissions control efforts, Reclamation's construction
contractor would implement all feasible NOx emission reduction
measures.  These measures would be implemented in consultation with
Placer APCD and El Dorado APCD. 
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D. Reclamation and CDPR will evaluate the long-term impacts associated
with future changes to facilities throughout the Auburn SRA. The
Proposed Project would not be expected to affect use at locations
identified by the commenter, other than providing an alternative river
access location. 

E. As noted in the Draft EIS/EIR and in Master Response 3.1.6, Public River
Access Features, the proposed public river access features were incorporated
into the Proposed Project as a short-term interim solution to mitigate potential
public health and safety impacts created by closing the Auburn Dam
construction bypass tunnel and rewatering the North Fork American River
channel near Auburn.  The incorporation of these features is within the lead
agencies' discretion over Proposed Project elements.  The development of
these features as part of the Proposed Project does not affect future decision
making relevant to other activities within the Auburn SRA or at the project site.
Reclamation and CDPR have plans to initiate their comprehensive planning
studies, including public involvement activities, for the entire Auburn SRA in
2002.   

F. The El Dorado County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) recommends
evaluating sensitive receptors located within a 1,000-foot radius of project
construction activity.  Placer County APCD recommends consideration of
sensitive receptors within one-quarter mile (1,320 feet). 
The Draft EIS/EIR considers the potential for air quality impacts upon receptors
within one-half mile of the proposed construction activity, and therefore
encompasses a larger region and provides a more conservative evaluation of
potential project impacts than required by the El Dorado County APCD or the
Placer County APCD.  The community of Cool is located over 2 miles east of
the proposed project area, and therefore residents and schools within the
community do not fall within the sensitive receptor study area, as recommended
by these agencies. 
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G. CARB installed the Cool monitoring station to measure ozone levels in El
Dorado County based on the results of a 1990 Sacramento Air Quality Field
Study that indicated the potential for high ozone levels near Cool.  The need
for PM10 monitoring at Cool was not identified in this study or since then.
CARB has no plans to upgrade the station as it finds existing monitoring
locations are better-suited for capturing high PM levels and that the Cool site
would not substantially improve their data or planning efforts.  It is outside the
responsibilities of the lead agencies to pursue such action. 

H. It is recognized that people cross the river in many locations throughout the
Auburn SRA.  CDPR does not officially designate the locations cited in the
comment letter as official trail crossings of the river and does not maintain any
specific goals or objectives for the use or management of use in those areas
that differ from other areas in the Auburn SRA.  CDPR is committed to
providing the public with information about the inherent dangers associated
with river recreation of all types, including swimming, boating, and river
crossings, while also providing access and opportunities for the public to enjoy
the river in a safe manner.  CDPR does not recommend, condone, or prohibit
individuals' attempts to cross the river at these locations; however, crossing
the river is done at one’s own risk.  The referenced federal law RS 2477 is not
known to apply to the crossings identified in the comment letter.  Please refer
to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail, for more information
regarding tail access and possible river crossings. 
CDPR finds that there are sufficient trail miles and access locations for the
public to enjoy the North and Middle forks of the American River without
crossing.  Sliger Mine and Cock Robin Point are accessible by roads or trails
on either side of the Middle Fork.  The Western States Trail crossing at Poverty
Bar may be considered easier to ford that other locations; however, as
indicated previously, CDPR does not consider this an official river crossing
location.  It is recognized that river flows are regulated at the Oxbow
Powerhouse to permit crossing in this location during specially-permitted
annual trail events.  Maximum increase in releases from Oxbow would be 100
cfs during summer when flows would generally be otherwise low.  The project
would not result in increased flows below the pump station. 
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Response I 
The El Dorado County General Plan lists non-motorized transportation systems as one of six closely related components that play a vital role in the County’s attempt to 
achieve a balanced and sustainable transportation system. Goal 3.11 of the plan seeks to “develop and implement a comprehensive bikeway, hiking, and equestrian 
trails plan that maximizes the opportunities for non-motorized transportation and meets the recreation and local community needs of El Dorado County residents."  The El 
Dorado County Trails Master Plan includes goals, policies, and implementation strategies to guide trail development and maintenance throughout the County.  The 
Master Plan does not identify detailed trail alignments but has objectives and policies related to the goals of creating a network of trails to serve multiple users and 
provide inter-connections throughout the county. 
The Placer County General Plan states that one of its recreational goals is “To develop a system of interconnected hiking, riding, and bicycling trails and paths suitable 
for active recreation and transportation and circulation.” Multi-purpose trails also are linked to Goal 3.D, “To provide a safe, comprehensive, and integrated system of 
facilities for non-motorized transportation." 
The City of Auburn distinguishes between independent trails and pedestrian/cyclist trails in its 1994 General Plan. The plan recognizes three trail types for 
Pedestrian/Cyclist trails. One of these, a "route," uses existing roadway and is not designated as a separate facility. It is signed for user information as well as to inform 
the driving public that the road is a designated route for non-motorized transportation.  
Neither the El Dorado County General Plan, the El Dorado County Trails Master plan, Placer County General Plan, nor the City of Auburn General Plan specifically refer 
to the Auburn-to-Cool Trail or its use designation within the project study area or elsewhere. 
The general plan goals and policies information related to trails is included in the Final EIS/EIR, Chapter 3.0, Section 3.8.2.2, Applicable Laws, Ordinances, Regulations. 
This information does not alter the conclusions presented in the Draft EIR/EIS. 
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J. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail. 
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K. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail. 

L. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.12, Project Area Wildlife. 

M. The Draft EIS/EIR includes a qualitative assessment of the potential
impacts associated with future increases in water supply diversions from
the American River at the project site, including consideration of higher
releases from Ralston Afterbay that may affect the Middle Fork American
River.  Evaluation of the Proposed Project assumes diversion of up to 100
cfs for use by PCWA.  The cumulative analysis including an assumed
increased diversion of up to 225 cfs to meet future demands from PCWA
(100 cfs) and GDPUD (25 cfs).  At this time however, it is unknown
whether either PCWA or GDPUD would obtain additional future water
supplies from the American River pump station location.  Future
environmental documentation to evaluate specific project impacts would be
required prior to initiation of a pump station expansion project. 
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N. The lead agencies are unaware of any officially designated or protected
migratory bird refuge along the North Fork American River in the project
study area.  There is a sign along Auburn-Folsom Road in the City of
Auburn that is believed to be a promotional statement for the city, and
not a reference to a specific designated refuge area.  Anderson Island
Natural Preserve, located within the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area
is a designated State Natural Preserve.  Herons and egrets have been
known to roost on Anderson Island (which at some lake levels is a
peninsula).  However, Anderson Island is located downstream of
Rattlesnake Bar on the North Fork arm of Folsom Lake, well below the
project area. 
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A. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail. 
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A. Project support noted. 

B. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail. 



American River Pump Station Project C2-52 Response to Comments 
Final EIS/EIR  June 10, 2002 

L-31 

A 

B 

A. Please refer to Master Response 3.1.1, Auburn-to-Cool Trail. 

B. Leaving the river "as is" would not meet the objectives of the lead or
responsible agencies.  Please refer to Master Response 3.1.4, Auburn
Dam Construction Bypass Tunnel. 




